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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 

Since 2016, I have served as the president & CEO of the Institute for Humane Studies at George 
Mason University. Previously, I served as the provost of Washington College (2012-2016), and as 
associate dean and the Elbert H. Neese Professor of Economics at Beloit College.  

 
EDUCATION 

 
In 1993, I earned my PhD in economics from George Mason University. I also earned my MA 
and BA in economics from George Mason in 1990 and 1988, respectively. 
 

RECENT MEDIA  
 

See essays and commentary in Discourse Magazine, Persuasion (also here and here), Profectus, 
Forbes, Wall Street Journal (also here), USA Today (also here), Washington Post, Inside Higher 
Ed (also here), Orange County Register (also here), and the Knight Foundation. 

 
BOOKS  

 

▪ Liberal Learning and the Art of Self-Governance, Routledge, 2015. 

▪ How We Came Back: Voices from Post-Katrina New Orleans, Nona Martin Storr and Virgil Storr, 
co-editors, Mercatus Press, 2015. 

▪ The Cultural and Political Economy of Recovery: Social Learning in a Post-Disaster Environment, 
Routledge, 2010.  

▪ The Political Economy of Hurricane Katrina and Community Rebound, Virgil Storr, co-editor, 
Edward Elgar, 2010. 

▪ Culture and Enterprise: The Development, Representation, and Morality of Business , Don Lavoie, co-
author, Routlege, 2000. 

▪ The Cultural Foundations of Economic Development: Urban Female Entrepreneurship in Ghana, 
Routledge, 1997.  

 
SCHOLARLY ARTICLES, ESSAYS, AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

▪ Fair-Weather Friends are No Friends to Good Governance (forthcoming) Georgetown Journal 
of Law and Public Policy. 

▪ Social Coordination in a Complex Society: A Framework for Action, in Social Coordination and 
Public Policy: Explorations in Theory and Practice, edited by Roberta Herzberg, Gavin Roberts, 
and Brianne Wolf. Rowan & Littlefield, pp. 19-29, 2023. 

▪ Conversations of a Self-Governing People, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, 
November, 2020. 

▪ Self-Censorship and Associational Life in the Liberal Academy, Society, 56(6):538-49, 2019. 

▪ Governing Campus Speech: A Bottom-up Approach, Society, 55(5): 392-402, 2018. 

▪ Local Recovery: How Robust Community Rebound Necessarily Comes from the Bottom 
Up, with Virgil Storr and Stefanie-Haeffele-Bach, In The Future of Disaster Management in the 
U.S.: Rethinking Legislation, Policy, and Finance, edited by Amy L. LePore. Routledge, pp. 87-
101, 2017. 

https://www.discoursemagazine.com/ideas/2021/09/21/three-forces-that-threaten-liberalism-and-how-to-counter-them/
https://www.persuasion.community/p/humane-liberalism-begins-with-autonomy?utm_source=profile&utm_medium=reader2
https://www.persuasion.community/p/the-freedom-to-read
https://www.persuasion.community/p/silence-isnt-violence
https://profectusmag.com/the-four-corners-of-liberalism-mapping-out-a-common-ground/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/emilychamleewright/?sh=90342292e058
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-louisiana-reopened-after-hurricane-katrina-11588026049
https://www.wsj.com/articles/please-take-socialism-seriously-11556749953
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/12/27/how-rebuild-american-democracy-one-good-conversation-time-column/4024571001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/03/13/how-turn-down-heat-social-media-partisan-rhetoric-column/5024488002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/respecting-individuals-leads-to-respecting-communities/2019/04/12/0d6bbc46-5c83-11e9-98d4-844088d135f2_story.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2019/08/13/need-presume-good-faith-campus-conversations-and-debates-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2019/08/13/need-presume-good-faith-campus-conversations-and-debates-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2018/11/27/shutting-down-exhibit-campus-prohibits-discussion-debate-and-learning-opinion
https://www.ocregister.com/2021/01/19/peaceful-transition-of-power-is-a-cornerstone-of-liberal-democracy/
https://www.ocregister.com/2019/12/29/naming-and-reclaiming-the-liberal-ideal/
https://knightfoundation.org/articles/theres-a-right-way-to-teach-the-first-amendment-and-protect-it/
https://www.routledge.com/Liberal-Learning-and-the-Art-of-Self-Governance/Chamlee-Wright/p/book/9780415708326
https://www.amazon.com/How-We-Came-Back-Post-Katrina/dp/1942951140
https://www.amazon.com/Political-Routledge-Heterodox-Chamlee-Wright-2013-11-11/dp/B01K0RCKO6
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/the-political-economy-of-hurricane-katrina-and-community-rebound
https://www.amazon.com/Culture-Enterprise-Development-Representation-Routledge/dp/0415233585/ref=mt_hardcover?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1534182687
https://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Foundations-Economic-Development-Entrepreneurship/dp/0415169941
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378395330_Fair-Weather_Friends_Are_No_Friends_to_Good_Governance
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378395272_Social_Coordination_in_a_Complex_Society_A_Framework_for_Action
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781666918229/Social-Coordination-and-Public-Policy-Explorations-in-Theory-and-Practice
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781666918229/Social-Coordination-and-Public-Policy-Explorations-in-Theory-and-Practice
https://knightfoundation.org/the-conversations-of-a-self-governing-people/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12115-019-00413-1?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_12115_56_6&fbclid=IwAR09K8XEevCrfzSt1TXxj1Kh4LJ7K9rPzVVDeZjL1l86WPfFvux_DPBxWNY
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12115-018-0279-1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327118415_Local_Recovery_How_Robust_Community_Rebound_Necessarily_Comes_from_the_Bottom_Up
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327118415_Local_Recovery_How_Robust_Community_Rebound_Necessarily_Comes_from_the_Bottom_Up


▪ Cultivating the Liberally Educated Mind Through Signature Programs, with Joshua Hall and 
Laura Grube, Journal of Economic Education, 48(1): 34-44, 2016. 

▪ Story Craft and the Market Process, Annual Proceedings of the Wealth and Well-Being of Nations, 
9(1): 95-112, 2017. 

▪ Social Economy as an Extension of the Austrian Economics Research Program, with V. 
Storr, in Oxford Handbook of Austrian Economics, Oxford University Press, pp. 247-271, 2015. 

▪ Pastors’ Response in Post-Katrina New Orleans: Navigating the cultural economic 
landscape, in Culture and Economic Action, London: Edward Elgar, pp. 269-294, 2015. 

▪ Between Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft: The Stories We Tell, with V. Storr, in Commerce and 
Community: Ecologies of Social Cooperation, Routledge, pp. 157-76, 2015. 

▪ Polycentricity and the Principles of Effective Co-Governance, with P. Aligica, in Liberal 
Learning and the Art of Self-Governance, Routledge, pp. 155-179, 2015. 

▪ Developing the Art of Self-Governance: Teaching the Role of Place in Associative Life, with 
A. Goodheart & J, Seidel, in Liberal Learning and the Art of Self-Governance, Routledge, pp. 91-
114, 2015. 

▪ Commercial Relationships and Spaces after Disaster , with V. Storr, Society, 51(6): 
656-664, 2014. 

▪ Capitalist Spirits and Connection to Place, Review of Austrian Economics, 27(4): 473-481, 2014.  

▪ Social Capital, Lobbying and Community-Based Interest Groups, with V. Storr, Public Choice, 
149 (1-2): 167-185, 2011. 

▪ Social Capital as Collective Narratives and Post-Disaster Community Recovery, with V. 
Storr, Sociological Review, 59 (2): 266-282, 2011. 

▪ Operationalizing the Interpretive Turn: deploying qualitative methods toward an economics 
of meaning, Review of Austrian Economics, 24 (2): 157-170, 2011.  

▪ Reflections on Methodology, Disasters, and Social Learning, Studies in Emergent Order, 4: 87-
104, 2011. 

▪ Qualitative Methods and the Pursuit of Economic Understanding, Review of Austrian 
Economics, 23 (4): 321-331, 2011. 

▪ Expectations of Government Response to Disaster, with V. Storr, Public Choice, 144 (1-2) 
2010. 

▪ Community Resilience in New Orleans East: Deploying the Cultural Toolkit within a 
Vietnamese-American Community, with V. Storr, in Community Disaster Recovery and Resiliency: 
Exploring Global Opportunities and Challenges, Taylor & Francis,  pp. 99-122, 2010. 

▪ The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Post-Katrina Community Recovery, with V. Storr, 
International Journal of Innovation and Regional Development, 1/2: 149-164, 2010. 

▪ Club Goods and Post-Disaster Community Return, with V. Storr, Rationality & Society, 21 (4): 
429-458, 2009. 

▪ “There’s No Place Like New Orleans”: Sense of Place and Community Recovery in the 
Ninth Ward After Hurricane Katrina,” with V. Storr, Journal of Urban Affairs, 31 (5): 615-634, 
2009. 

▪ Signaling Effects of Commercial and Civil Society, International Journal of Social Economics, 35 
(7/8): 675-626, 2008. 

▪ The Structure of Social Capital: An Austrian Perspective on Its Nature and Development, 
Review of Political Economy, 20 (1): 41-58, 2008. 

▪ Discovery and Social Learning in Non-priced Environments: An Austrian View of Social 
Network Theory, with J. Myers, The Review of Austrian Economics, 21 (2/3): 151-166: 2008. 

▪ Social Embeddedness, Social Capital and the Market Process, with P. Lewis, The Review of 
Austrian Economics, 21 (2/3): 107-118, 2008. 

▪ The Political, Economic, and Social Aspects of Katrina, with P. Boettke, P. Gordon, S. 
Ikeda, P. Leeson, and R. Sobel. Southern Economic Journal, 74 (2): 363-376, 2007. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312062956_Cultivating_the_liberally_educated_mind_through_a_signature_program
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327160886_Story_Craft_and_the_Market_Process
https://www.academia.edu/20084989/Social_Economy_as_an_Extension_of_the_Austrian_Research_Program
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-austrian-economics-9780199811762?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322295299_Pastor_response_in_post-Katrina_New_Orleans_Navigating_the_cultural_economic_landscape
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322295299_Pastor_response_in_post-Katrina_New_Orleans_Navigating_the_cultural_economic_landscape
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/culture-and-economic-action
https://www.academia.edu/20084416/Between_Gemeinschaft_and_Gesellschaft_The_Stories_We_Tell
https://www.routledge.com/Commerce-and-Community-Ecologies-of-Social-Cooperation/Garnett-Jr-Lewis-Ealy/p/book/9780415810104
https://www.routledge.com/Commerce-and-Community-Ecologies-of-Social-Cooperation/Garnett-Jr-Lewis-Ealy/p/book/9780415810104
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327118728_Polycentricity_and_the_Principles_of_Effective_Co-Governance_What_the_Bloomington_School_can_Teach_Us
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781134615537/chapters/10.4324%2F9781315886077-16
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781134615537/chapters/10.4324%2F9781315886077-16
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327118599_Developing_the_Art_of_Self-Governance_Teaching_the_Role_of_Place_in_Associative_Life
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781134615537/chapters/10.4324%2F9781315886077-11
https://www.academia.edu/19932393/Commercial_Relationships_and_Spaces_After_Disaster
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267761539_Capitalist_spirits_and_connection_to_place
https://www.academia.edu/2425740/Social_Capital_Lobbying_and_Community-Based_Interest_Groups
https://www.academia.edu/20174411/Social_capital_as_collective_narratives_and_post-disaster_community_recovery
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/226379228_Operationalizing_the_interpretive_turn_Deploying_qualitative_methods_toward_an_economics_of_meaning
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/226379228_Operationalizing_the_interpretive_turn_Deploying_qualitative_methods_toward_an_economics_of_meaning
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327120677_Reflections_on_Methodology_Disasters_and_Social_Learning
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/226744468_Qualitative_methods_and_the_pursuit_of_economic_understanding
https://www.academia.edu/470935/Expectations_of_Government_s_Response_to_Disaster
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299636259_Community_Resilience_in_New_Orleans_East
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299636259_Community_Resilience_in_New_Orleans_East
https://www.crcpress.com/Community-Disaster-Recovery-and-Resiliency-Exploring-Global-Opportunities/Miller-Rivera/p/book/9781420088229
https://www.crcpress.com/Community-Disaster-Recovery-and-Resiliency-Exploring-Global-Opportunities/Miller-Rivera/p/book/9781420088229
https://www.academia.edu/332624/The_Role_of_Social_Entrepreneurship_In_Post-Disaster_Recovery
https://www.academia.edu/470928/Club_Goods_and_Post-Disaster_Community_Return
https://www.academia.edu/470936/Theres_No_Place_Like_New_Orleans_Sense_of_Place_and_Community_Recovery_in_the_Ninth_Ward_after_Hurricane_Katrina
https://www.academia.edu/470936/Theres_No_Place_Like_New_Orleans_Sense_of_Place_and_Community_Recovery_in_the_Ninth_Ward_after_Hurricane_Katrina
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/23648954_Signaling_effects_of_commercial_and_civil_society_in_Post-Katrina_reconstruction
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/24088459_The_Structure_of_Social_Capital_An_Austrian_Perspective_on_its_Nature_and_Development
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5156636_Discovery_and_Social_Learning_in_Non-Priced_Environments_An_Austrian_View_of_Social_Network_Theory
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5156636_Discovery_and_Social_Learning_in_Non-Priced_Environments_An_Austrian_View_of_Social_Network_Theory
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5156633_Social_embeddedness_social_capital_and_the_market_process_An_introduction_to_the_special_issue_on_Austrian_economics_economic_sociology_and_social_capital
http://www.peterleeson.com/Pol_Econ_Soc_Aspects_of_Katrina.pdf


▪ The Development of a Cultural Economy: Foundational Questions and Future Direction, in 
Humane Economics: Essays in Honor of Don Lavoie Edward Elgar: 181-198, 2006. 

▪ Fostering Sustainable Complexity in the Microfinance Industry: Which Way Forward? Journal 
of Economic Affairs, 25 (2): 5-12, 2005.  

▪ Entrepreneurial Response to Bottom-Up Development Strategies in Zimbabwe, The Review of 
Austrian Economics, 18 (1): 5-28, 2005. 

▪ Savings and Accumulation Strategies of Urban Market Women in Harare, Zimbabwe, 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 50 (4): 979-1005, 2002.  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254865062_The_Development_of_a_Cultural_Economy_Foundational_Questions_and_Future_Direction
https://www.amazon.com/Humane-Economics-Advanced-Studies-Political/dp/1942951191
https://www.conversationsonphilanthropy.org/journal-contribution/fostering-sustainable-complexity-in-the-microfinance-industry-which-way-forward/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1468-0270.2005.00544.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1468-0270.2005.00544.x
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5156570_Entrepreneurial_Response_to_Bottom-up_Development_Strategies_in_Zimbabwe
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/24098001_Savings_and_Accumulation_Strategies_of_Urban_Market_Women_in_Harare_Zimbabwe

