2008-2009 Humane Studies Fellows

Institute for Humane Studies

Sherzod Abdukadirov

George Mason University
PhD, Public Policy, 2009

Studying the transition process from a non-
democratic to a democratic political regime.

Samuel Abrams

Harvard University
PhD, Political Science, 2009

Studying theories of political economy and
foreign policy in relation to economic
freedom.

Hovannes Abramyan

University of California, Los Angeles
PhD, Political Science, 2013

Studying the foundations and complexities of
racial and ethnic identity and working to
reduce racial prejudice through the
promotion of economic competition and
cooperation.

Puja Ahluwalia

Stanford University
JD, Law, 2010

Applying economics to the study of law.

Gwendoline Alphonso

Cornell University
PhD, Political Science, 2009

Investigating the development of the
American political system, its foundation and
institutions.

Audrey Anton The Ohio State University Trying to understand the relationship
PhD, Philosophy, 2011 between free will and moral responsibility.
Gordon Arlen The University of Chicago Studying democratic ideals and political

PhD, Political Science, 2012

thought with particular interest in the
classical liberal tradition.

Andrea Asoni

The University of Chicago
PhD, Economics, 2009

Examining the relationships between
entrepreneurship, institutions and wealth
creation.

Ralf Bader University of St. Andrews Examining the metaphysical basis of Kant's
PhD, Philosophy, 2009 moral and political philosophy.
Elizabeth Barringer University of California, Los Angeles Focusing on the relationship between

PhD, Political Science, 2013

liberalism and utopian thought, especially in
20th Century classical liberalism and
libertarianism.

Gautam Bastian

Columbia University
MPA, Public Policy, 2010

Researching education policies, such as
school choice, governance, accountability
and evaluation methods.

Teresa Bejan

Yale University
PhD, Political Science, 2013

Studying political philosophy, investigating
campaign finance theories and business self-
regulation.

Jonathan Berry

Columbia University

Examining legal notions related to freedom

JD, Law, 2011 of association.

Knud Berthelsen Tulane University Studying market-based approaches to
MBA, Business, 2009 environmentalism.

Jon Boguth University of Michigan Studying laws permitting confiscation of

ID, Law, 2009

assets by the State.

Caroline Boin

London School of Economics & Political
Science
MSc, Political Science, 2010

Working on free-market solutions to preserve
the health and sustainability of the
environment.




Evan Bolick University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill Studying contract, entertainment, property
JD, Law, 2010 and constitutional law.
Michael Breidenbach University of Cambridge Studying theories of nationalism and

MPhil, History, 2009

globalization, particularly in the context of
the Chinese-American relationship.

Nelson Brunsting

Victoria University of Wellington, New
Zealand
MA, Classics, 2009

Studying notions of trade and commerce in
Ancient Greek thought, as well as the public
and private education regimes in Classical
Sparta.

Matt Bufton University of Windsor Focusing on policy reforms in healthcare,
MA, Political Science, 2009 education and trade regulation.
Per Bylund University of Missouri, Columbia Analyzing the importance of formal and
PhD, Economics, 2010 informal institutions and the role of pioneers
and risk-takers in the marketplace.
Brianna Cardiff Stanford University Examining long-term solutions to America’s

PhD, Economics, 2013

health care system.

Jean-Paul Carvalho

University of Oxford
DPhil, Economics, 2009

Analyzing social dynamics and group
behavior using economic and game theories.

Rachel Chaney University of California, Davis Studying religious freedom in the context of
PhD, History, 2010 the migration of the Anabaptists to
Pennsylvania during the Seven Years War
and the American Revolution.
Chiara Chelini University of Torino Studying the interrelationships between
PhD, Economics, 2009 evolutionary psychology and institutional
and experimental economics.
Daniel Chen Harvard University Applying econometrics to various legal

ID, Law, 2009

questions related to human rights, public
finance, health, and demography, among
other things.

Kathryn Ciano

George Mason University
JD, Law, 2010

Studying the factors that make countries
more or less successful in a global economy.

Steven Cicala

Harvard University
PhD, Economics, 2010

Focusing on applied microeconomics to try
to explain discrimination and labor
economics.

Clifford Clive

The University of Chicago
PhD, Economics, 2011

Evaluating capital markets and economic
growth in developing countries.

John Coleman

Harvard University
MPA, Public Administration, 2009

Exploring the relationship between rhetoric,
virtue and social enterprise.

Nicholas Cowen

University of Oxford
MPhil, Political Science, 2010

Researching education policy, including
school choice in the UK, the school system
and its underlying ideology.

Brian Cullen

University of Denver
MA, Political Science, 2009

Investigating the effects free trade has on
institutions, individual liberty and economic
prosperity.

Adam Cureton

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Investigating the origins of and exceptions to
moral rules, as well as their everyday
implications.




Michael Cust London School of Economics & Political Studying the history of political philosophy
Science with an emphasis on Hobbes, Locke and
MSec, Philosophy & Public Policy, 2009 Rousseau.
Helen Dale University of Oxford Studying the notion of autonomy and self-
MPhil, Law, 2009 realisation in classical liberal thought, with a
particular focus on Robert Nozick and F. A.
Hayek.
John Dalton University of Minnesota Researching the relationship between

PhD, Economics, 2009

improvements in transportation and growth
in international trade.

Anne-Marie Dao

University of Wisconsin

Studying the intersection of culture and the

JD, Law, 2011 law in free societies.
Daniil Davydoff Johns Hopkins University Studying the relationship of economic
MA, Political Science, 2009 thought to the formation, management, and
dissolution of political and economic
institutions.
Michael De Alessi University of California, Berkeley Studying the evolution of property rights,

PhD, Environmental Science, Policy &
Management, 2009

and their effects on the political economy of
conservation.

Heather Demarest

Rutgers University
PhD, Philosophy, 2012

Examining the connections between physics,
free will and moral responsibility.

Francesco Di Iorio

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales
PhD, Philosophy, 2009

Examining Hayek's theory of self-
organization in relation to psychology,
economics, sociology, cultural evolution and
politics.

Anthony Dick Stanford Law School Examining how classical liberal principles
ID, Law, 2010 can be applied to private and public law.
Jonathan Dingel Columbia University Studying international trade relations, and the

PhD, Economics, 2013

political pressures that lead to protectionist
policies.

Zachary Donohew

University of California, Santa Barbara
PhD, Economics, 2012

Studying the effects of institutions on the
allocation of common-pool resources.

Brendan Dooley University of Missouri, St. Louis Using economic concepts to understand the
PhD, Criminology & Criminal Justice, 2009 | criminal justice system.

Emily Ekins University of California, Los Angeles Studying how institutions affect political
PhD, Political Science, 2012 culture, individual behavior, electoral

outcomes and economic development.

Molly Elgin Stanford University Studying formal political institutions and the
MA, Public Policy, 2010 role of public opinion in policymaking.

William English Duke University Investigating the methodological foundations

PhD, Political Science, 2009

of social science, political economy in the
developing world, and questions about the
biological foundations of human rationality
and ethics.




Katherine Erbeznik

Indiana University
ID, Law, 2011

Working on questions about global economic
justice, including reforms to international
institutions, trade policy, the administration
of global aid, finance and immigration.

Diana Ernst

Claremont McKenna College
PhD, Political Science, 2013

Studying the relationship between individual
liberty and the public good.

Mark Fedyk

Cornell University
PhD, Philosophy, 2009

Investigating the philosophy of psychology
and moral psychology and defending an
empiricist account of moral intuitions.

Carla Fosca

Syracuse University
MPP, Policy, 2009

Studying the uses of land property as a tool

for economic development, specifically as it
may be employed to provide mass access to
credit.

Christopher Freiman

University of Arizona
PhD, Philosophy, 2010

Examining the intersection of virtue ethics
and political philosophy as well as
contractualism and nonideal theories of
distributive justice.

Nikolaj Gammeltoft

Columbia University

Studying the role of a free press in the

MA, Journalism, 2010 advancement of democracy, free markets and
individual rights.
Colin Ganley University of Oxford Researching the fundamentals of economic

DPhil, History, 2009

growth, the new institutional economics, and
early modern history.

Tim Ganser

Harvard University
PhD, Economics, 2011

Studying the benefits of freedom and market
economics using empirical tests of the
theoretical predictions.

Jordan Gans-Morse

University of California, Berkeley
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Working on the development of secure
property rights in Russia and elaborating a
critique of post-Communist theories of
political transitions.

Marc Gersen

University of California, Berkeley
PhD, Economics, 2009

Studying how markets react and evolve
responses to problems of information
asymmetry.

Charles Gibbons

University of California, Berkeley
PhD, Economics, 2011

Studying industrial organization and public
finance in the context of the American
political and institutional milieu.

Bryce Goodman

University of Oxford
BA, Political Economy, 2010

Studying 19th and 20th Century European
philosophy.

Joshua Gottlieb Harvard University Studying rent-seeking, its theory, application,
PhD, Economics, 2011 and impact on trade and economic growth.
Kurt Gray Harvard University Examining the psychological bases

PhD, Psychology, 2010

underpinning perceptions of individual rights
and responsibilities.

Alexander Hamilton

University of Oxford
PhD, Political Science, 2012

Studying how institutional and other
constraints can be used to modify the
behavior of political actors.




Keith Hankins

University of Arizona
PhD, Philosophy, 2013

Focusing on questions in political philosophy
about authority and justice, about ideal and
non-ideal theory, and about the relationship
between moral theorizing and the social
sciences.

Alexander Harris

Stanford University
ID, Law, 2011

Scrutinizing legal conceptions of duty and
obligation from a classical liberal
perspective.

Tobias Heinrich

Rice University
PhD, Political Science, 2012

Studying the different conditions under
which certain combinations of sanctions,
foreign aid, and military expenditure can be
effective or efficient.

Anthony Henke

The University of Chicago
ID, Law, 2011

Studying the degree to which property law
can explain other areas of the law, including
Fourth Amendment search and seizure
reasonableness and First Amendment speech
protections.

Sara Hinson

University of Virginia
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Studying the effects essentialized identity
formation and exceptionalized identity
politics have on alienation and Tocquevillean
individualism in a society.

Richard Hornbeck Massachusetts Institute of Technology Investigating how individuals react to private
PhD, Economics, 2009 incentives to shape social outcomes and what
this implies about public policy design.
Haifeng Huang Duke University Studying the role of the news media in
PhD, Political Science, 2009 affecting political control and political
change.
Stefan Hunt Harvard University Studying the positive role of markets,

PhD, Economics, 2009

especially financial markets, in economic
development.

Laura Inglis

University of Oxford
DPhil, History, 2010

Studying the rise of judicial discretion in the
early 20th Century.

Matthew Jacobsmeier

University of Rochester
PhD, Political Science, 2009

Currently working on the formal and
empirical study of the role of representation
in politics, especially how voters view
politicians who share their race or religion.

Erik Kimbrough

George Mason University
PhD, Computational Sciences &
Informatics, 2010

Using experimental economics to understand
the foundations of property rights.

Andrew Kloster

New York University
JD, Law, 2010

Studying the intersection of science and
policy, particularly regarding national
security and defense policies.

Steven Knepper University of Virginia Focusing on 19th and 20th Century
PhD, English Literature, 2011 American Literature and cultural criticism.
Christoffer Koch University of Oxford Studying American monetary policy and

DPhil, Economics, 2010

credit markets.

Alejandro Komai

University of California, Los Angeles
PhD, Economics, 2013

Studying the banking and financial systems
during the Great Depression.




Mark Koyama University of Oxford Investigating the foundations of institutions,
DPhil, Economics, 2009 why institutions persist, the effect of
institutions on economic performance, and
the behavioral and evolutionary foundations
of individual preferences.
Magdalena Krajewska Brandeis University Studying a number of issues in comparative
PhD, Political Science, 2010 politics, including civil liberties, policing,
identification documentation and
surveillance.
David Kwok University of California, Berkeley Studying the role of private law in
JD/PhD, Jurisprudence & Social Policy, developing stable, efficient governance in
2011 society.
Jikon Lai Australia National University Studying the political economy of trade and

PhD, International Relations, 2009

economic liberalization, of economic
development and management in developing
countries, and the governance of the
international economic system.

Sheila Lalwani

Harvard University
MPP, Public Policy, 2009

Studying policy issues related to trade and
poverty in South Asia.

Timothy Lee

Princeton University
PhD, Computer Science, 2013

Studies the intersection of computer science
and public policy, especially concerning
privacy and government surveillance.

Jermaine Leonard

Georgetown University
MA, Public Policy, 2009

Investigating the cultural and institutional
foundations of economic and political
development.

Carlos Lever

Stanford University
PhD, Economics, 2010

Studying social and economic networks and
market design.

Mordechai Levy-Eichel

Yale University
PhD, History, 2013

Exploring the historical development of
liberal political thought and norms in
England and America.

Pawel Lisiewicz

Leon Kozminski Academy, Warsaw
MBA, Entrepreneurship & Management,
2010

Studying the relationship between
transnational corporations and liberal
democracies.

Justin Logan

The University of Chicago
MA, International Relations, 2009

Working on the distinctions between
structural and offensive realism in
international relations theory, as well as
theories of intelligence and the potential use
of prediction markets in intelligence analysis.

Corinne Low

Duke University
PhD, Economics, 2013

Examining how the Western world can help
economic development in less developed
countries without interfering with the
sovereignty of the people in those nations.

James Richard Lowery

Carnegie Mellon University
PhD, Economics, 2009

Studying interactions between markets and
institutions, specifically looking at public
goods, financial markets, and information
aggregation.




Grant Madsen The University of Chicago Studying the development of American
PhD, History, 2010 economic policy in the postwar years,
especially during the Eisenhower
Administration.
Marisa Maleck The University of Chicago Studying the Constitutional bases of property

ID, Law, 2011

rights, as well as New Deal-era jurisprudence
and its departure from the vision of the
Founders.

Benjamin Marx

Columbia University
PhD, Economics, 2012

Studying the effectiveness of and alternatives
to current social welfare programs.

Rory McDonald Stanford University Studies the mechanisms and institutions used
PhD, Management & Entrepreneurship, to support and promote entrepreneurship.
2011
Joseph McMurray University of Rochester Studying the effects imperfect information
PhD, Economics, 2009 and voter participation have in shaping our
political institutions.
Trapier Michael Johns Hopkins University Studying the economics of health care and

MA, Economics, 2010

investigating policy solutions.

Jonathan Miles

Bowling Green State University
PhD, Philosophy, 2009

Exploring the philosophical justification for
and value of civil liberties, especially
freedom of speech.

Jason Miller

University of Michigan
ID, Law, 2011

Interested in questions relating to the Second
Amendment, State Constitutionalism, and
Federalism.

Noah Millstone Stanford University Studying early Stuart political culture and the
PhD, History, 2011 emergence of political opposition and proto-
republican movements in pre-Civil War
England.
Jeffrey Miner Stanford University Studying the role of government in
PhD, History, 2010 organizing, promoting, and controlling
economic activity in the late medieval
economy.
Thomas Moll Columbia University Studying the legal aspects of trade policy,
JD, Law, 2011 with a special emphasis on the trade
relationship between American and Japan.
Courtney Monk University of Oxford Studying human capital acquisition,

DPhil, Economics, 2009

especially health and education.

Rebecca Nelson

Harvard University
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Studying the political causes and
consequences of global economic
integration.

Jonathan Newton

University of Cambridge
PhD, Economics, 2009

Investigating the transmission of strategic
information through networks and
advertising.

Zlatko Nikoloski

University College London
PhD, Economics, 2010

Exploring the links between democratization,
trade liberalization and poverty reduction in
the post-Communist countries of Central and
Eastern Europe.




Petra Orogvanyiova

University of Oxford
MSc, Economics, 2009

Focusing on economic growth, stagnation
and poverty in developing economies.

Ali Ozdagli

The University of Chicago
PhD, Economics, 2009

Working on theories of investment,
particularly investment in firms and
investment in human capital.

Joshua Parker

Duke University
BA, Philosophy, Politics & Economics,
2009

Exploring the ideological underpinnings and
social effects of the trial by jury.

Daniela Petrova

London Metropolitan University
MA, International Relations, 2009

Studying trade liberalization and health
privatization schemes.

Laura Phillips University of Virginia Studying the rise of the American fair trade
PhD, History, 2010 movement in the early 20th Century, as well
as the legal history and changes surrounding
this movement.
Malia Politzer Columbia University Examining the possible tensions and

MA, Journalism, 2009

conflicts between civil liberties, national
security and migration.

Giacomo Ponzetto

Harvard University
PhD, Economics, 2009

Investigating political and legal instutions to
better understand voters’ decisions and law.

Christopher Pope Washington University in St. Louis Studying American politics and the
PhD, Political Science, 2010 interactions between public institutions,
culture and civil society.
Bogdan Rabanca New York University Investigating the relationship between

PhD, Philosophy, 2010

distributive justice and personal autonomy.

Adrian Ravier

Universidad Rey Juan Carlos
PhD, Economics, 2009

Using the economic theory of the Austrian
School to re-examine problems in
mainstream economics.

Lauren Raymer

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
PhD, Economics, 2010

Studying the relationship between sound
institutions and economic growth, as well as
the provision of health care in developing
countries.

Julian Reif The University of Chicago Studying auction design to determine how to
PhD, Economics, 2012 minimize public spending on large
infrastructure projects; also studying the
economics of smoking and smoking bans.
Richard Relph George Mason University Studying market solutions to public policy

ID, Law, 2011

issues, including education, health care, and
Social Security.

Logan Sawyer

University of Virginia
PhD, History, 2009

Studying the role that law and legal
institutions play in reconciling democratic
government with the centralization of
economic and political power, as well as how
law and legal institutions can be insulated
from social and political pressures.




Michael Schihl University of California, Berkeley Studying the relationship between public
PhD, Economics, 2009 expenditures and migration in southern Italy;
the political economy of industrial
organization in Russia; and rational choice
approaches to counter-terrorism policy.
Maximiliaan Washington University in St. Louis Studying the effects of the laws and
Schillebeeckx PhD, Biology, 2013 regulations associated with the development,
production and distribution of medicines.
Ethan Schrum University of Pennsylvania Studying the role of the university in

PhD, History, 2009

American society after World War II.

Jason Shafrin

University of California, San Diego

PhD, Economics, 2009

Examining the economic determinants of
decisions regarding the provision of medical
services.

Carol Shin Yale University Using economic concepts to understand the
MBA, Business, 2010 role and function of non-profit organizations
in society.
David Shlachter Harvard University Studying the relationship between access to

MPA, International Development, 2009

the legal system and economic growth in
developing countries.

Ronen Shnayderman

University of Oxford
PhD, Political Theory, 2009

Attempting to answer the question “What
political order is most congenial to liberty?”

Hans Christian Siller

Yale University
PhD, Political Science, 2009

Studying the implications of theories of
social justice for democratic theory.

Neomal Silva

University of Oxford
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Exploring a number of issues in
contemporary political philosophy, including
the role of markets in society, what global
distributive justice requires, and the
relevance of culture to individual liberty.

Daniel Silvermint

University of Arizona
PhD, Philosophy, 2011

Examining political interactions from a
metaphysical, rather than normative, point of
view in order to understand the concept of
political legitimacy.

Matthew Sitman

Georgetown University
PhD, Political Science, 2010

Critiquing contemporary accounts of
modernity, and offering an alternative
account that redeems modernity from its
detractors.

Eleanor Smith

Dartmouth College

BA, English & Philosophy, 2009

Examining the connections between folklore,
literature, liberty and nationalism.

Christopher Soghoian

Indiana University
PhD, Computer Science, 2010

Studying the implications of internet and
computer-related regulations on liberty and
privacy.

Victoria Strokova

The University of Chicago
MPP, Public Policy, 2009

Studying the effects of preferential trade
agreements on the participating countries and
on the international trading environment as a
whole.

Sarah Swick

American University
PhD, Anthropology, 2010

Examines the intersection of Islam, culture,
and classical liberalism, as well as the rise of
“compound culture” in the Middle East.




Lauri Tahtinen

University of Cambridge
PhD, History, 2010

Studying the history of Western political
thought on empire and individual rights.

Shauhin Talesh University of California, Berkeley Analyzing the interaction of sociological and
PhD, Jurisprudence & Social Policy, 2011 economic principles and the effects this
interaction has on the meaning of legal rights
in society.
Jing Tao Cornell University Studying international relations with a focus
PhD, Political Science, 2010 on Chinese-American relations.
Elizabeth Thill University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill Examining the social consequences of state-
PhD, Classics, 2011 sponsored art, especially the portrayal of
barbarians in Roman art and architecture.
John Thrasher University of Arizona Examining the implications in political
PhD, Philosophy, 2013 philosophy of taking a virtue-based approach
to ethics.
Dustin Tingley Princeton University Studying the economic, political and

PhD, Political Science, 2009

behavioral bases of support for or opposition
to policies related to economic globalization.

Aris Trantidis

London School of Economics & Political
Science
PhD, Political Science, 2009

Studying the effects of economic
liberalization on the transition of post-
Communist countries to democratic regimes.

Scott Urban

University of Oxford
PhD, Economics, 2009

Studying the evolution of the international
monetary system between 1871 and 1971.

Rossen Valchev

Duquesne University
BS, Economics, 2009

Investigating consumer behavior theory,
investment decision making and arbitrage
pricing theory.

Kevin Vallier

University of Arizona
PhD, Philosophy, 2011

Attempting to understand and resolve the
tensions between religious commitment and
liberal political commitment.

Gregory Van Den Bergh | University of Oxford Studying the philosophy of Karl Popper,
BA, Philosophy & French, 2012 Robert Nozick, Plato and Ludwig
Wittgenstein.
Chad VanSchoelandt University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Emphasizing the Kantian elements of

MA, Philosophy, 2009

Rawls’s theory of justice to show that
individual liberty trumps egalitarian
concerns.

Andrew Verdon

University of Rochester
PhD, Economics, 2013

Exploring various problems in applied
microeconomics.

Raymond (Cam) Vidler | The Graduate Institute of International & Studying the relationship between
Development Studies, Geneva domestic market institutions, international
MIA, International Affairs, 2010 trade and financial regimes.

Daniel Viehoff Columbia University Studying the normative significance of
PhD, Philosophy, 2009 disagreement for political life.

Philip Wallach Princeton University Studying the historical development of the

PhD, Political Science, 2012

American regulatory state.




Omar Wasow

Harvard University
PhD, Ethnic Studies, 2010

Studying lawlessness and American political
development; more specifically, how state-
sanctioned zones of illegality have served to
strengthen governing coalitions, support
patronage networks and resolve thorny
political issues.

Timothy Werner University of Wisconsin, Madison Focusing on the role of institutions, decision-
PhD, Political Science, 2009 making and business self-regulation in
American politics.
Colin Wilder The University of Chicago Exploring the development of property rights
PhD, History, 2010 in early modern Germany in relation to the
Enlightenment and Roman law.
Erin Wildermuth London School of Economics & Political Studying the mechanisms underpinning

Science
MSec, International Political Economy, 2010

urban development, including demographic
change, land use regulations, and building
conditions.

John Williamson

London School of Economics & Political
Science
MSc, Economic History, 2009

Studying the impact of market-oriented
public policy on economic prosperity.

Gregory Wolcott Loyola University, Chicago Studying the epistemological foundations of
PhD, Philosophy, 2010 political and moral theory.
Marek Zapletal University of Michigan Studying industrial organization in

PhD, Economics, 2012

transitional economies.

Alexa Zellentin

University of Oxford
DPhil, Political Science, 2009

Attempting to answer the question “What
does it mean for a state to treat citizens as
free and equal?”

Andrei Zlate

Boston College
PhD, Economics, 2009

Studying the effects of the offshoring of
production on wages and productivity.




